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Spring 2004

2004 Annual Meeting of the Society for
Economic Botany

The 45th annual meeting of the Society for
Economic Botany will take place June 13-17,
2004. Co-hostingwith SEBisthe International
Congress of Ethnobiology (ICE) and the eighth
annual meeting of the International Society for
Ethnopharmacology (ISE). The Congress will
be held on the campus of the University of Kent,
which overlooks the beautiful and ancient ca-
thedral city of Canterbury in the heart of Kent,
the “Garden of England.” The University has
plenty of accommodation for Congress visitors,
ranging frombasicsingle rooms, towhole houses.
http://www.kent.ac.uk/anthropology/ice2004/
confcosts.html

The program will begin with a welcome recep-
tion on the evening of Sunday June 13. The
2002 Distinguished Economic Botanist, Pro-
fessor Sir Ghillean Prance, will openthe Congress
on the morning of Monday, the 14th of June,
and the academic programme will run until the
evening of Thursday, the 17th of June, ending
with a Gala Dinner. There will be field trips to
a variety of destinations on Sunday (June 13),
Friday (June 18), and Saturday (June 19).

The booking form for registration and accom-
modation for ICE 2004 is now available from
the web site at
http://www.kent.ac.uk/anthropology/ice2004/
confcosts.html.

Please keep in mind that there is no separate
registration for the 45th annual meeting of the
Society for Economic Botany—you must regis-
ter for the ICE to attend! The deadline for early
registration has been extended until the 14th of
March 2004.

Please note that there is no online booking: you
must download the form, print it out, fill it in,
and then send it by fax or by post, with an
indication of your form of payment. The form
is available in two formats, asan MS Word file
or aPDF file. When downloaded (either asan
A4 or US paper document) and printed, the
form has three pages: two to fill in and return
and a separate page of instructions. (Please
choose the correct download! Ifyou pick the A4
file,and thensetit up for US letter, youwill find
it spills over into a fourth page. The US letter
filesare set out slightly differently to ensure that
they remain at only three pages.)

The instructions are quite comprehensive, but
if you still have queries about any aspects of
registration, payment, oraccommaodation, please
send them to Kent Hospitality, e-mail address
hospitality-enquiry@kent.ac.uk.

Members of SEB are invited to propose indi-
vidual presentations. Thedeadlineforsubmitting
abstracts for spoken presentations as well as
posters, originally January 30, 2004, has been
extended to March 1. Details are available at
http://www.kent.ac.uk/anthropology/ice2004/
paperprops.html.

Acknowledgements for abstracts received are
currently beingsent out. More detailsabout the
panelsand the outline programmewill be posted
to the web site during coming weeks, so please
keep checking.

Gary J. Martin Ph.D., SEB Past President
2004 Conference Coodinator
E-mail GMartinGDF@aol.com

Continued on page 3

Visit http://www.econbot.org
for registration and details of the
2004 meeting.
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Notes from the Field

Hello everyone,

Plants & People

Hopes this finds you all well and captivated in your work and studies. Many things are moving
forward. Science is being embraced in the educational system of our schools again, the FDA is
requiring good science practicesin the manufacturing of our botanical products, and the NCCAM
is offering funding to expand the botanical centers in the United States. These to me are positive
changes offering us expanded opportunities.

The Newsletter of
The Society
1{0]§

Economic Botany
The most important item in the Newsletter in the 45th annual meeting announcement. There is
a detailed listing of part of the program so look closely and send in your registration soon. Early
registration ends March 14th. The registration process is a little longer than usual so read Gary
Martin’sinstructions carefully before you download and send your registrations soon by fax or mail.

Web site:
http://www.econbot.org

Newsletter
Committee

Trish Flaster, Editor

1180 Crestmoor Dr.
Boulder, CO 80303
E-mail: newsletter@econbot.org

Mike Balick
Charlotte Gyllenhaal
Kurt Allerslev Reynertson
David Theodoropoulos
Michael Thomas, Webmaster
Gail Wagner

Tita Young
www.WordScribe.com
Designer

The articles within the
Newsletter are independently
submitted and do not
represent the position of
The Society for Economic
Botany as a whole.

Deadlines for submissions are
February 1 (Spring Issue) and

\_ September 1 (Fall Issue). )

See you in Canterbury

) T ok

Meetings

It is a great pleasure to invite you to
attend the “III International Sympo-
sium: Breeding Research on Medicinal
and Aromatic Plants” and the “II Latin
American Symposium on Production of
Medicinal, Aromatic and Condiment
Plants” that will take place in
Campinas, SP, Brazil, from July 5 to
July 8, 2004.

The events are intended to be a unique
opportunity for the international
scientific community to interact with
each other and Brazilian research
groups on breeding, conservation,
production systems and other themes
related to medicinal and aromatic
plants and spices.

The events will address major interna-
tional issues concerning medicinal and
aromatic plants through conferences
and discussion panels on hot topics
such as environment (biodiversity and
traditional knowledge conservation,
sustainable harvesting), agriculture
(breeding, genetic resources, produc-
tion systems, quality), health (pharma-

ceutical research, biotechnology), and
policy (patents and legislation).

We expect the participation of scientific
professionals and other interested
persons from around the world as they
present their recent research findings
and exchange information during the
conferences, on discussion panels, and
through oral or poster presentations.

For details and scientific program, see
http://www.ismap.com.br/.

The coordinators of the organization
committee are Dr. Pedro Melillo de
Magalhaes, from CPQBA-UNICAMP,
Brazil and Prof. Lin Chau Ming, from
UNESP, Botucatu, Brazil
pedro@cpgba.unicamp.br) and
linming@fca.unesp.br).

Communicated by Dr. Maria Beatriz
Perecin, Agronomic Institute (Instituto
Agronomico), IAC, Campinas, Brazil,
member of the organization committee
E-mail: beatriz@iac.sp.gov.br.
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SEB Meeting
Program

Continued from page 1

Here are some details that may entice you...
Editor

Ethnobiology, Social Change and Displace-
ment Plenaries

Opening Keynote by Sir Ghillean Prance,
formerly Director of the Royal Botanic Gar-
dens, Kew. The Plenary Sessions sponsored by
the International Society of Ethnobiology will
focus on the following themes:
 Ethnobiology and the Science of Human-
kind (Brent Berlin, University of Georgia)

« The Ethnobiology of Food Security (Chris-
tine Padoch, New York Botanical Garden)

« ThePoliticsof Indigenous Biological Knowl-
edge (Arun Agrawal, McGill University)

« The Evolution of Ethnobiological Diversity
(Javier Caballero, the Universidad Nacional
Auténoma de México Botanical Garden)

In addition, there will be Plenary Sessions
sponsored and organised by the International
Society of Ethnopharmacology, the Society for
Economic Botany, and Terralingua.

» APlenary Address (subject to be announced)
by Gordon Hillman of University College,
London (sponsored by the Society for Economic
Botany)

» The Global Atlas of Traditional Medicine
by Gerard Bodeker of Oxford University (spon-
sored by the International Society of
Ethnopharmacology)

 Ecosystem Health and Biocultural Diver-
sity: ATransdisciplinary Perspective by David
Rapport of the Universities of Guelph and
Western Ontario (sponsored by Terralingua)
Panel Sessions

« Ethnobiology and the Science of Human-
kind: A Retrospective (Roy Ellen)

« Local Agricultural Products: Ethnobiology
and the Protection of Geographical Origin
(Philippe Marchenay and Laurence Bérard)

« Traditional Ecological Knowledgeand Cop-
ing Strategies Amongst Rural Indonesians
(Roy Ellen and Raj Puri)

«Local Assessments of Environmental Change
(Paul Sillitoe)

4 )

Back issues of the Journal
are available for the
remainder of the year so
don’t hesitate to order your
issues now from Allen Press
for US $5.00 each.

« The Ethnobiology of Mobility, Displace-
ment and Migration in Indigenous Lowland
South America (Miguel N. Alexiades and Roy
F. Ellen)

e The Ethnobiology of Mobility, Displace-
ment and Migration in Central Africa (Sarah
A. Laird and Edmond Dounias)

« Palmsand Ethnoecology: Cultural and Eco-
nomic Resources for the Tropics (Manuel J.
Macia)

« Traditional Environmental Knowledge and
Change (Serena Heckler and Stanford Zent)
« Homegardens (Serena Heckler)

» Wild Food Plants and Health in the Medi-
terranean Area and Europe (Ramoén Morales
and Manuel Pardo de Santayana)

« Ethnoecology of Tropical Lowland South
America (Kevin Jernigan)

« Intercultural Health Care: Closing the Loop
from Practice to Policy (Miguel Alexiades and
Helen Newing)

* People and Plants of the Dry Tropics (The
Eden Project)

e Cultured Trees: Transformations in
Agroforestry Systems (Stefanie Klappa and
Diane Russell)

Continued on page 4
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Politics and Science

AIBS News: New Report on
Academic Libraries Released

The National Center for Educational Statistics
(NCES) has published “Academic Libraries:
2000,” which isbased oninformation from the
2000 Academic Libraries Survey. Thetablesin
this publication summarize services, staff, col-
lections, and expendituresfor librariesin degree
granting postsecondary institutions in the 50
states and the District of Columbia.
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/
pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2004317.

Science Educators Needed to Help
Review New Evolution Education
Resource

The University of California-Berkeley Mu-
seum of Paleontology has announced that in
January 2004 it will launch “Understanding
Evolution,” an Internet resource dedicated to
assisting science educators with teaching evo-
lution. This tool for teachers, developed with
support from the National Science Founda-
tionand the Howard Hughes Medical Institute,
is the product of a team of faculty, graduate
students, teachers, and staff from the National
Center for Science Education as well as web
experts. Judy Scotchmoor, who led the effort
todevelop “Understanding Evolution,” thinks
“that it will be an excellent resource for the
teachingcommunity.” Teacherswill be ableto
utilize the web site to obtain information on
issues such as the Nature of Science (the essen-
tials of how science works); Evolution 101 (the
central ideas of biological evolution); Evidence
(the evidence relating to evolution); Relevance
of Evolution (the importance of evolution in
our daily lives); Misconceptions (confusions
that cloud public understanding of evolution);
and History of Evolutionary Thought (the
history of scientific thinking). Also on the site
isarich resource section thatincludesa concep-
tual framework in addition to classroom
resources to support the teaching of evolution.
Before Understanding Evolution goes public
in January, Scotchmoor would like to increase
the number of teachers willing to participate in
the on-line summative evaluation. Teachers
fromall geographic areas and levels of expertise
and teaching experience are sought. If you are
ascience educator and interested in participat-
ing, please go to the sign-up survey at
http://survey.rockman.com/ucmp/
ucmpsurvey4.htm

orcontact Nicole Presber, the Project Evaluator
E-mail nicole@rockman.com.

Continued on page 8
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Seeking Botanical
Positions

I was recently contacted by Dr. Petr Hanzelka
fromthe Prague Botanical Gardeninthe Czech
Republic. He would like to locate a short (1-
3 month) post-doctoral or visiting scientist
opportunity in the area of medicinal plant
conservation, with a special interest in in vitro
propagation (an area in which he already has
considerable experience). He is available dur-
ing the winter months. If you know of such
opportunities, please contact him by e-mail at
p.hanzelka@botgarden.cz.

Mark P. Widrlechner, Ph.D., USDA-ARS
Horticulturist
Web site: http://www.ars-grin.gov/ars/
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SEB Meeting Program

Continued from page 3
The International Society of Ethnopharmacology Panels and

Workshop

PANEL 1. SAFETY MATTERS: SIDE EFFECTS OF PLANTS USED IN INDIGENOUS MEDICINE AND
THEIR IMPACT ON PuBLIic HEALTH

Michael Heinrich of the School of Pharmacy, London University, UK
michael.heinrich@amsl.ulsop.ac.uk

PANEL 2. ETHNOPHARMACOLOGY IN EUROPE AND THE NEAR EAST
Cristina Inocéncio of the Universidad de Murcia, Spain
E-mail: cpretel@um.es

PANEL 3. ETHNOPHARMACY AND MIGRATION
Andrea Pieroni of the University of Bradford, UK
E-mail: a.pieroni@etnobotanica.de

PANEL 4. POTENTIAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF ETHNOPHARMACOLOGY RESEARCH FOR
DEeVELOPMENT OF TRADITIONAL COMMUNITIES

Elaine Elisabetsky of the Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil
E-mail: elisasky@ufrgs.br

Workshop: “Data Collection and Management in
Ethnopharmacology”

Sarah Edwards (coordinator), School of Pharmacy, London University, UK and Nina Etkin,
Department of Anthropology, University of Hawaii, Honolulu, Hawaii USA
E-mail: S.Edwards@rbgkew.org.uk

This workshop will focus predominantly on field-based methods of data collection and manage-
ment. The methods employed in ethnopharmacological research draw on a number of
interdisciplinary approaches. The integration of field techniques used in ecology, ethnography,
medical anthropology, and botany will be stressed, including how they can meaningfully be linked
to pharmacological data. Application of interdisciplinary findings to improve health care in
marginalized regions will be emphasised. Whereas ethnopharmacology is assumed by some to be
synonymous with “bioprospecting,” drug development is only one aspect of the discipline—by no
means a consensus objective. Compliance with legal regulations at the local, national, and global
levels is, of course, a prerequisite of all ethnopharmacological research, and in many countries will
impact, and possibly prevent, legitimate collection of materials and/or data. It is the responsibility
of field researchers to ensure that they abide by existing legislation (e.g., CBD, CITES). Also it is
also important that data collection and management is undertaken in an ethical manner, without
compromising the concerns of local collaborators, and with respect of their intellectual property
rights.

Hands-on ethnographic exercises will include diverse interview modalities, sampling, cognitive
tasks and cultural domain analysis, discourse-centred methods, and scaling. The orchestration of
quantitative and qualitative approaches, and the coordination of varied and triangulated method-
ologieswill be stressed. Practical advice will also be offered on how to build a database to meet field
collection requirements, using basic systems analysis techniques and Microsoft Access as an
example. Data management using a well-structured database will greatly facilitate data analysis at
a later stage of research. Database development will be examined, including entity modeling,
normalisation, table relationships and record keys.

Continued on page 5
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SEB’s U.K. 2004 Meeting Pre-Conference Events

Continued from page 4

Chinese Herbal Medicines

Jodrell Laboratory Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew
June 11 (evening)-June 12, 2004

You are cordially invited toa “one” day confer-
ence at the Royal Botanic Garden Kew on
traditional Chinese plant based medicine orga-
nized by, among others, the Society for
Medicinal Plant research (GA) and the Inter-
national Society for Ethnopharmacology (ISE).
This conference will focus on the botanical
material used in Traditional Chinese Medicine
(TCM), their pharmacological effectsand clini-
cal effectiveness, the importance of
authenticationand quality controlaswell ason
natural productsisolated from TCM remedies.

Chinese Herbal Medicines Programme
Friday (June 11)

17:30-18:00 Registration

18:00-19:00 Plenary Introductory Lecture—
Overview of Chinese Medicinal Plantsand Their
Impact in the West, Prof Kelvin Chan, Hong
Kong Baptist University (to be confirmed)

Saturday (June 12)

9:00-9:30 Registration

9:30-10:15 Plenary Lecture—Authentication
of Chinese Herbs, Prof Monique Simmonds,
Royal Botanic Gardens Kew

10:15-11:00 Three short presentations
11:00-11:30 Coffee Break

11:30-12:15 Plenary Lecture—Toxicological
Aspects, Prof Paul But, Chinese University of
Hong Kong (to be confirmed)

12:15-13:00 Three short presentations
13:00-14:30 Buffet hot lunch and attended
poster session

14:30-15:15 Plenary Lecture—Chemical and
Biological Activity Studies on Chinese Plants,
Prof R Bauer, Institute for Pharmacognosy, Graz
15:15-16:00 Three short presentations
16:00-16:30 Tea Break

16:30-17:00 Two short presentations
17:00-17:30PlenaryLectureClinical Aspects(N.N.)
17:30 onwards Wine and snacks with guided
tours of Kew Gardens.

Further details will be available in early 2004.
Local contact persons in London are Prof.
Monique Simmonds (Kew), Prof. Peter
Houghton (Kings College), and Prof. Michael
Heinrich (School of Pharmacy, U London).
Please visit the web sites for GA or ISE
(http://ga-online.org/) or (http://
www.ethnopharmacology.org/)

E-mail: phyto@ulsop.ac.uk

CEEB WoRrksHorP—RoOYAL
BoTtanic GARDENS, KEw
COLLECTIONS OF ETHNO- AND

Economic BoTany

SATURDAY JUNE 12, 2004

A CEEB workshop is held each year in associa-
tion with the Society for Economic Botany’s
annual meeting (Hawaii 2001, New York 2002,
Arizona 2003). It is an opportunity for those
involved in curating or researching ethno/eco-
nomic botany collections to compare notes,
network, and to view practice at other institu-
tions. The format is informal and all are
welcome to attend. The 2004 workshop is
being held at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew,
immediately before the joint ICE/SEB/ISE
meeting at the University of Kent at Canter-
bury.

CEEB’s co-ordinator, Jan Salick, will start the
workshop by summarising past achievements
and progress since last year’s meeting. Then
Mark Neshitt and Julia Steele (Kew), will
introduce the main (but not the only) new
topic for discussion—digitisation of collection
databases, particularly the inclusion of images.
Topicsmightinclude intendedaudiences, fund-
ing, technical issues, and IPR. We will be able
to view some image examples during the ses-
sion. In the afternoon, there will be both
guided tours of Kew's public exhibition on
useful plants (Museum No. 1), and a behind-
the-scenes tour of the Economic Botany
Collection. Those wishing fuller viewing of
the garden are encouraged to arrive at opening
(9:30 am) and/or stay until closing (19:30).

Timetable

Entranceat no charge through the Victoria Gate
(Kew Road) or Main Gate (Kew Green) for those
registered in advance.

*9:00-10:30 Free time to view Kew Gardens
*10.30-11.00 Registration and coffee at
Museum No. 1
*11.00-13.00 Workshop: Report on CEEB
activities (Jan Salick) and group discussion
on digitisation of collections
*13.00-14.15 Lunch - varied options in Gar-
dens, including Orangery, White Peaks, etc.
Self-funding.
*14.15-15.00
Group A: Plants & People exhibit (Museum
No. 1)
Group B: Tour of Economic Botany Collec-
tion (Banks Building)
*15.15-16.00
Group A: Tour of Economic Botany
Collection
Group B: Plants & People exhibit
*16.00-19.30 Free time to view Kew Gardens

The Gardens are open from 9.30—19.30 (with
glasshouses and exhibitions shutting at 17.30).
There is plenty to see at Kew, including much
of ethnobotanical interest.

Booking

Please sign up for the workshop as soon as
possible, and absolutely by May 15. Early book-
ing will assure a place on the behind-the-scenes
tour of the Economic Botany Collection (lim-
ited to 20 for each tour). There is no charge for
attending the workshop. Please provide your
name, institutional affiliation, whether you plan
to travel to Canterbury the same day, and if you
would be interested in receiving (or giving) a lift.
Note thatbookingsshould be made direct to Kew,
not to the Conference Office in Canterbury.
Book by fax +44 (0)20 8332 5768 or

e-mail to echot@kew.org.

Continued on page 11
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Botany Classes

Here are some new listings for your classes and
programs in economic and ethnobotany that
were not published in the Fall 2003 issue of
“Plants and People™:

Norman J. Doorenbos

Harrison School of Pharmacy

Auburn University

Auburn, AL 36849

E-mail: doorenj@auburn.edu

Dr. Rick Stepp

Department of Anthropology

Tropical Conservation and Development Pro-
gram

University of Florida

POB 117305

Gainesville, FL 32611-7305

E-mail: stepp@anthro.ufl.edu

Web site: http://www.clas.ufl.edu/users/stepp

Dr. Beverly J. Brown

Biology Department

Nazareth College of Rochester
4245 East Avenue

Rochester, NY 14618

E-mail: bjbrown@naz.edu
Phone: (585) 389-2555

Dr. Otieno Kisiara
Anthropology Department
Nazareth College of Rochester
4245 East Avenue

Rochester, NY 14618

E-mail: rokisiar@naz.edu

Phone: (585) 389-2768

Dr. Arturo Gémez-Pompa

Dept. of Botany & Plant Sciences

Univ. of California-Riverside

Batchelor Hall 3133

Riverside, CA 92502

E-mail: floramex@ucr.edu

Web site: http://maya.ucr.edu/pril/PRIL.html
Phone: (909) 787-4686

Chicago Botanic Garden’s Plant

Conservation Biology Program
http://www.chicago-botanic.org/
Education.html

The information below describes the Chicago
Botanic Garden’s Plant Conservation Biology
program. Registration information is available
on the Internet and new classes will be posted
in the next week or two. For any questions
about the program design or content, please
contact Wayne Becker, Ph.D., Coordinator of
Academic Programs at phone (847) 835-8292
whecker@chicagobotanic.org.

Plant Conservation Biology
Certificate of Merit Program

This program is designed to provide a funda-
mental, comprehensive learning experience in
plant conservation biology. It includes rigor-
ous, relevant coursesin the plant sciences, from
biology and ecology to physiology and genet-
ics, all taught from a plant conservation
perspective. Expert course instructorswill help
you understand the more theoretical aspects by
utilizing extensive examples from field applica-
tions, hands-on learning activities, and
laboratory exercises.

The Plant Conservation Biology Certificate is
offered collaboratively by the School of the
Chicago Botanic Garden and Loyola Univer-
sity of Chicago (LUC). Courseswill be offered
atboth institutions, though notall courses may
be offered at each institution. Students may
choose to take courses simply for personal
enrichment or choose to apply for academic
credit.

PROGRAM DESIGN

This program is open to all adult learners
seeking challenging coursework in plant sci-
ence and conservation biology in particular.
You may take just one course or several, or
complete the program to earn the certificate.

Courses Required for Certification
Introduction to Botany and Taxonomy
Conservation Biology

Plant Biology

Elective Courses

Plant Physiology

Field Botany and Ecology
Plant Conservation Genetics
Plant Reproductive Biology
Plant Ecology

For further information about the Plant Con-
servation Biology Certificate Program, please
phone Wayne Becker at the Garden, (847)
835-8292, or Bryan Pickett at LUC, (773)
508-3367.

Society for Economic Botany Newsletter

Publications

Spiritual Bathing, by Rosita
Arvigo and Nadine Epstein
We have read many informative books by
Rosita on the Belizean Mayan pharmacopeia
and healing traditions. Her book Sastun is a
spiritual path into and through the forest of
Mayan remedies. Her new book on spiritual
bathing once again leads us in the rich cultures
around the world and the central theme of
bathing. What can be more spiritual than seek-
ing connectionwithahigherspiritwhilesoaking,
“strengthening our tenuous connection with
the natural world. It separates us from the
mundane, transportingustoaholier place....”
This book is physically beautiful in a large
format with colorful photos of bathing fromall
agesand regionsworld-wide,and include tradi-
tionsfromJews, Sumerians, Christians, Ancient
Roman and Greeks, Muslims, Celts, Druids,
Wiccans, Finns and Russians, Native Ameri-
cans, Mayans, Aztecs, Incas, Hindus, Buddhists,
Thais, Africans. So choose a quiet time, a
culture to drift into and feel the moisture seep
into your soul. ISBN 1-58761-170-8.
http://www.tenspeedpress.com/
Phone: (510) 559-1600

Agaves of Continental America, by
Howard Scott Gentry

This is a reprint of the original, now available
for the first time in paperback. What a guide!
Howard Gentry took 25 years to compile this
datafor us. It burstswith 422 illustrationsand
describes 136 species. This book isa must for
taxonomists. ISBN 0-8165-2395-9
http://www.uapress.arizona.edu/

Phone: 520-621-3920

Medicinal Plants of the World, by
Ben-Erik van Wyk and Michael Wink
This comprehensive text covers 320 medicinal
plants from around the world. For each genus
there isa description, geographic origin, thera-
peutic category, historical and current uses,
activeingredients, and pharmacological effects.
Agreatguide, the book’s photosare helpful for
confirming identification, the information is
detailed for use in analytical processes as well as
foralay herbalist. Toward theend of the book,
there are a few sections for reference including
human disease descriptions, chemical struc-
turesand their modes of action, and a chart for
quick reference to commercial herbal medici-
nal plants use, actives, and biological indications.
ISBN 0-88192-602-7
http://www.timberpress.com/

Phone: (503) 227-2878
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Courses

People & Plants: Ethnobotany of
New England

University of Vermont, Burlington

ENVS 195/ANTH 195 / 60028/60029 / 4
Credits

Katharine Anderson

Mon - Fri, 9 am-3 pm

May 24-June 4 Enroll by May 10 at
http://learn.uvm.edu/focus/summer.

2003 summer’s class project was planting a
welcome garden for Somali Bantu refugee
families who began arriving in the Burlington
area. Response from community memberswas
amazing—everything was donated, including
seeds, plants, shade structure materials, and
abundant labor. The garden produced toma-
toes, cucumbers, and even watermelons and
sweet potatoes well into September. Even
thoughwe couldn’t carry on much of a conver-
sation with the families, we could trade names
of different crops and laugh a lot.

In fall 2003, another ethnobotany class met
with members of six different cultural groups
represented in our area. Plans were developed
for small demonstration gardens that included
plants important for food and other uses that
we can grow in our climate. If all goes well, we
will be planting another round of gardens this
summer (2004). I'm working with the Refu-
gee Resettlement Program here to make that
happen.

The course will be extremely intensive, includ-
ing loads of hands-on field work, readings, and
an in-depth field notebook that is due at the
end of the two weeks. The Champlain Valley
has a wide range of habitats. There are Asian
and Balkan marketsaswell as Farmers Markets
with a wide range of produce; Montreal Bo-
tanical Garden is just two hours away by car.
Students will have access to the Pringle Her-
barium at UVM and will have an opportunity
to meet herbalists and expert basket makers of
Abenaki descent who are in the area.

New England has seen waves of plant and
human immigrants during the last 10,000
years. This course examines how different
cultural groups have interacted with plants in
the region to obtain food and medicine, make
householditems, communicatewith each other,
and create landscapes. Students learn about
contemporary themes of ethnobotany and prac-
tice basic field methods. Most of the course

takes place outdoors for students to identify
and prepare plants, as well as to work on a
service-learning gardening project.

Prerequisite: ENVS 1and 2 or IntroANTH or
BOT 9. Enrollment Limit: 15.

National Tropical Botanical Garden
(NTBG) Course for Physicians

I had the honor of attending the National
Tropical Botanical Garden Course for Physi-
cians. Besides the informative instruction
during the course, there were wonderful meals
provided in the exquisite setting of David
Fairchild’s home at the Kampong, NTBG’s
east coast facility.

The course covered a wide range of relevant
topics, which are listed below. The course
began with Dr. Paul Cox, SEB Past President,
presenting his new research on the interaction
between the Chamorro people of Guam, flying
foxes, Pteropus tokudaw and P. mariannus, and
the consumption of neurotoxin from Cycas
rumphii. For a long period of time the
Chamorro people have experienced an inordi-
nately high occurrence of an early onset
ALS-PDC-likecondition. Sincethe Chamorro
people consumed cycads in their diet, it was
always assumed that the cytotoxins in cycads
were the culprit. However, even with the
further investigation by the ethnobotanists,
Lurland and Mulder, this was never proven.
Now, with the recent investigation by Dr.
Cox’s team, it has been made clear that the
cause of the disease is consumption the flying
foxes, a delicacy among the Chamorro. The
flying foxes are biomagnifiers of the cycad
toxin. When consuming the whole fox as a
delicacy, the Chamorro people are consuming
concentrated levels of cycasin and beta-me-
thyl-amino L- alanine (BMAA). With this
data, we can only believe that the Chamorro
people now have the knowledge to stop the
iliness by changing their consumption habits,
whichwillalso preserve thisendangered species.

The NTBG course for physicians and health
care professionals was taught at The Kampong
in Coconut Grove for practicing or retired
physicians and other health care professionals.
The purpose of the course is to give important
knowledge to the participants for the care of
their patients, many of whom currently use
herbal remedies derived from plants. Using
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The Kampong of the National Tropical Bo-

tanical Garden and its extraordinary living

collections, the course covered basics in botany,

plant identification, medical botany, ethnobo-

tanical approachesto newdrugdiscovery, plant

origins of pharmaceutical products, and case

studies of common herbs. Instruction and

hands-on experience focused on the following

topics:

* The origins of prescription drugs

* Plant-derived drugs (from the field to the
pharmacy)

* Herbal medicineand cardiovascular diseases

* ALS-selected observations

* Parkinson’s and plants (history, causes and
clinical manifestations)

* Reserpine (biography of a botanical
medicine)

* Ethnobotanical approachesto drugdiscovery

* Plant origins of common pharmaceuticals

* Clinical interactions with patients from in-
digenous medical traditions

* Cycad neurotoxins and ALS-PDC diseases

* Herbs and anesthesia, possible
contraindications

* History and scientific literature in botanical
products

* Plants and contact dermatitis

* Poisonous plants (safety and toxicity)

* Rational application of herbal remedies in
clinical practices

* Drug-herb-nutrients interactions

* Recreation and psychoactive plants

* Herbal medicine (case studies of common
herbal products including kava, saw pal-
metto, echinacea, aloe vera, soy, and
phytoestrogens)

Thisactivity was planned and implemented in
accordance with the Essential Areas and Poli-
ciesofthe Accreditation Council for Continuing
Medical Education through the joint sponsor-
ship of the Florida Medical Associationand the
National Tropical Botanical Garden. The
Florida Medical Association is accredited by
the Accreditation Council for Continuing

Continued on page 12
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Politics and Science

American Association of Museums
Issues Statement in Support of
University Natural Science Collections
During the past year, a number of university-
based natural science collections have faced
closureorsignificantreductionsintheir programs
(e.g., see http://www.aibs.org/washington-
watch/washington_watch_2003_06.html).
While all collections may not be in immediate
jeopardy, these challenges may not abate until
economic conditions improve or university
administrators fully recognize the importance
and value of natural science collections. To
help articulate the importance of university-
based collections and museums, the American
Association of Museums recently issued a po-
sition statement.

The AAM statement reads:

“The American Association of Museums
(AAM) expresses its deep concern that a
significant number of Americas natural
history museums and collections affiliated
with universities are currently threatened
with severe financial cutbacks, dispersal of
collections, and outright closure.

At risk are collections ....”

AAAS Science Policy Fellowships:
Application Information

Scientistsand engineersare invited to apply for
one-year science and technology policy fellow-
ships in Washington, DC, beginning
September 2004. These programs, adminis-
tered by the American Association for the
Advancement of Science (AAAS), are designed
to provide each Fellow with a unique public
policy learning experience and to bring techni-
cal backgrounds and external perspectives to
decision making in the U.S. government. Fel-
lows serve in the Congress, the Department of
Homeland Security, the National Science
Foundation, the National Institutes of Health,
the Department of State, the Department of
Defense, the Agency for International Devel-
opment, the Environmental Protection Agency,
the Department of Agriculture, the Food and
Drug Administration, and other federal of-
fices. Applicants must have a PhD or an
equivalent doctoral degree in any biological,
physical, orsocial science, any field of engineer-
ing, or any relevant interdisciplinary field.
Individuals with a master’s degree in engineer-
ing and at least three years of post-degree
professional experience also may apply. Appli-

Continued from page 3

cants must be U.S. citizens; federal employees
areineligible. Theapplication deadline isJanu-
ary 10, 2004. Stipends begin at $60,000.
Underrepresented minoritiesand personswith
disabilities are encouraged to apply. Forappli-
cation instructions and further information,
contact information follows.

AAAS Science and Technology Policy Fellow-
ship Programs

1200 New York Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20005

Phone: (202) 326-6700

E-mail: fellowships@aaas.org

Web site: http://www.fellowships.aaas.org/

AIBS Launches New Online
Education Resource:
http://www.ActionBioscience.org/

Popular web site endorsed by the National
Association of Biology Teachers will serve
educators, students, and the general public.

Washington, DC. The American Institute of
Biological Sciences announces an important
new step in fulfillment of its mission toadvance
research and education in the biological sci-
ences. AIBS has acquired the award-winning,
free-access web site, ActionBioscience.org, a
powerful resource for K-12 and undergradu-
ateeducatorsaswell asstudentsand the general
public. The site was created in 2000 by a
private organization in Florida. It includes a
growing collection of topical, accessible articles
by distinguished scientists, educators, and other
writers on a wide range of biological subjects.
The articles are organized into major subject
themes in the biosciences that are of pressing
scientific and societal impact. The site’s cur-
rent emphases are biodiversity, the
environment, evolution, biotechnology, and
genomics. A “new frontiers” section encom-
passes a variety of other topics at science’s
growing points, and an education section ad-
dresses advances in teaching. All content is
peer-reviewed, and many articles are accompa-
nied by lesson plans written by professional
educators and keyed to US National Science
Education Standards, with vetted linksto teach-
ing resources published online elsewhere. Many
of the articles are translated into Spanish. E-
mail alerts are sent out when new content goes
online. Editorialoversightof ActionBioscience.org
is provided by AIBS staff and an international
editorial board of researchers and educators.
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Since its founding, ActionBioscience.org has
attracted recognition for the high quality of its
contentand itsease of use. Scientific American
awarded it a “best biology site” listing in 2003,
and the previous year the US Department of
Education’s Eisenhower National Clearing-
house for Mathematics and Science Education
gave itan educational quality award. Over the
last three years, the web site has been accessed
from 149 different countries, with page viewings
in excess of 79,000 per month. More than 100
universitiesand colleges have posted their course
syllabi online showing ActionBioscience.org
articles being used as a part of the course or as
recommended reading. ActionBioscience.org
is endorsed by the National Association of
Biology Teachers (http://www.nabt.org/), with
whom AIBS plans to partner for the prepara-
tion of lesson plansand other teacher resources
on the site. “We heartily endorse
ActionBioscience.org as a new AIBS web site
and service,” says NABT Executive Director,
Wayne Carley. “We are excited you are able to
continue and expand this valuable and rich
resource for the community of biology
educators.”

Editorial Board member, Prof. Tim Berra,
Department of Evolution, Ecology &
Organismal Biology, The Ohio State Univer-
sity, adds, *“The acquisition of
ActionBioscience.org by AIBS provides an
important tool for improving the scientific
literacy of studentsand the general publicalike.
It follows in the same great tradition as other
AIBS educationinitiatives, such asthe Biologi-
cal Sciences Curriculum Study (http://
www.bscs.org/), developed to advance US sci-
ence and technology.”

AIBS will expand and deepen the content at
ActionBioscience.org, with plans to configure
the web site as a searchable node on BEN, the
bioscience education online network (http://
www.biosciednet.org/) spearheaded by the
American Association for the Advancement of
Science (AAAS; http://www.aaas.org/). Pro-
fessional organizationssuch as AIBS work with
AAAS to provide searchable access to the digi-
tal library collections of BEN partnersin order
to provide users worldwide with reliable biol-
ogy education resources.
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SEB’s U.K. 2004 Meeting Pre-Conference
Events

Continued from page 5

CEEB Travel Arrangements to Kew

Kew is easily reached by public transport from central London; allow at least 75 minutes for your
journey. The simplest route is the Underground (District Line, Richmond Direction) to Kew
Gardens Station. From there it is a short, signposted, walk to the Victoria Gate of the Gardens,
itself very close to Museum No. 1. An alternative way is the overground railway from London
Waterloo to Kew Bridge. Entry by Kew’s Main Gate involves a 20 minute walk from the station.
For those coming by car, there is ample free parking on Kew Road and other streets near Victoria
Gate—but check parking control signs.

Travel to Canterbury is possible by public transport (see Timetable), but means travelling back to
Victoria or Waterloo mainline stations in central London. The total journey from Kew to
Canterbury is 3 hours; it would be possible to arrive in Canterbury at a reasonable hour. We will
have timetable details and be able to give advice on forward travel.

Attractive and reasonably priced bed & breakfast accommaodationsare available ina pleasant suburb
adjoining Kew

<http://www.kewaccommodation.com/>.

In central London, the William Goodenough House is a good option at the slightly pricier end of
the market.

Research Visits to the Economic Botany Collection

Researchers wishing to consult the collections are asked to make an appointment well in advance,
with the Collections Manager (Julia Steele; contact details below). Research visits are limited to
Monday-Friday. The collection is searchable by botanical name at

http://www.kew.org/epic.

Other Ethnographic Collections in Southern England

Ethnobotanical materials are held in the following major ethnographic collections, which are all
worth visiting for their exhibits.

Pitt Rivers Museum, Oxford: Large, eclectic collection of material culture from around the world.
Wonderful Victorian ambience, many botanical items.

Museum of Archaeology & Anthropology, Cambridge: Good global collections.

Horniman Museum, South London: Excellent all-round holdings, specialising in musical
instruments. Attractive gardens.

Department of Ethnography, British Museum: Global holdings; only Mexican & African material
is on display.

Contact Details

CEEB Co-ordinator: Dr Jan Salick, Missouri Botanical Garden

e-mail: jan.salick@mobot.org

Local organisers:

Julia Steele (Ph: 020 8332 3771)

Dr Mark Nesbitt (Ph: 020 8332 5719)

e-mail: ecbot@kew.org)

Further information on the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, is available from
http://www.kew.org/.
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Post-Conference
Events

Post-Conference Field Trips

The following trips will run on the stated days,
subject (in some cases) to a minimum number of
participants. All costs to be announced

Sunday (June 13th)

The Historical Ecology of an Ancient British
Woodland: the Blean

Details 2 hours from 2.00pm Local bus fare plus
£5

Charles Darwin, his home and favourite or-
chid fields Details Full day

Friday (June 18)

Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew Details Full day
Goodnestone and Mount Ephraim Gardens
Details Full day

Canterbury Cathedral Archives and the
Archdeacon’s Garden Details Half-day to start
at 12.30

Saturday (June 19)

The Eden Project Details Three days from June
19th to June 21st

The National Fruit Collection, Brogdale De-
tails Half-day

Sunday (June 20)
Chelsea Physic Garden Details 3/4 day
The Powell-Cotton Museum Details 3/4 day

For more information, visit
http://www.kent.ac.uk/anthropology/ice2004/

trips.html.




Volume 18, Spring 2004

Courses
Continued from page 7

Medical Education to provide continuing
medical education for physicians.

Dr.Paul Cox, Ph.D., Director, National Tropi-
cal Botanical Garden, co-author Plants,
People, and Culture: the Science of Ethno-
botany; Islands, Plants and Polynesians

Dr. Bradley Bennett, Ph.D., Associate Profes-
sor, Florida International University,
Ethnobotany and Plant Systematics

Mr. Mark Blumenthal, American Botanical
Council, Herbal Medicine

Dr. Walter G. Bradley, D.M., F.R.C.P., Pro-
fessor and Chairman, Dept of Neurology,
University of Miami School of Medicine

Dr. Noble David, M.D., Professor of Neurol-
ogy, University of Miami School of Medicine

Dr. Alberto Interian, Jr., M.D., Prof of Medi-
cine, Associate Chief, Division of Cardiology,
University of Miami School of Medicine

Dr. Kimberly Johnson, M.D., Society of Wil-
dernessPhysiciansBoard, Indigenous Medicine

Dr. Ray Lopez, M.D., Emeritus Clinical Pro-
fessor of Neurology, Dept of Neurology,
University of Miami School of Medicine

Dr. Patricia Stewart, D.O., Ethnobotany and
Dermatology

Dr. Gaugau Tavana, Ph.D., Director of Edu-
cation, Nat’l Tropical Botanical Garden,
Multicultural Education, Leadership &Assesment

Dr. Bernd Wollschlaeger, M.D., F.AAF.P.,
Owner and Medical Director, Aventura
Family Health Center

Contacts for NTBG:

Dr. Gaugau Tavana

Phone: (808) 332-7324, ext. 225

Fax (808) 332-9765

E-mail: tavana@ntbg.org

The Kampong: Colleen Schokman

Phone: 305-442-7169; fax (305) 442-2925
http://www.ntbg.org
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CROSS POLLINATION  continued from page 16

own people. It was really important for me to
use my knowledge about plants for people, but
when someone asked me about a plant’s name
inthe Turkmen language, | couldn’tanswer. |
wondered if these plants have Turkmen names
at all and if yes, why don’t | know them. |
decided to visit some elderly people in my
village and ask them about plants and their
uses. Then I wenttoother villagessearching for
persons who are experts in plant uses. In most
cases, | heard this reply: “There was a really
expert elder man or woman in the village but
unfortunately he (she) died.” | started to feel
the urgent need for continuing this kind of
research. | found out that | could choose this
subject for my thesis, so I made up my mind
and decided to do it. And this was the start of
my story asastudent of ethnobotany: studying
the ethnobotany of Turkmen people in the
north of Iran.

When | came to the Turkmen people they
didn’taccept merightaway. They thoughtthat
I wanted to steal their knowledge. Butwhen |
explained my purposes, they accepted me with
open arms and frank cooperation started. It
was very interesting for me to explore nature
with old people, ask them about plants, to find
out their names, and to learn about the infor-
mants’thoughtsaboutthe plants. The Golestan
Province is located southeast of the Caspian
Sea and clearly is divided into mountains and
plains following the direction of the Alborze
Range. The plains part is connected with the
plains and the desert of Turkmenistan. The
mountainous part at the boundary of Golestan
National Park faces the Kopetdagh Range.

Turkmens are the largest ethnic group in the
area and mostly reside in the in the plain part
of the northern province. The name of
Turkmen Saharacomesfrom these settlements.
In the past, most of them were Bedouins and
livestock holders but today some of them settle
in villages and towns and have become both
farmers and livestock holders. Following the
plains of this province along political bound-
aries of Iran and Turkmenistan, ranges of these
settlements continue to the north of Khorassan
Province.

In my project, | was facing several problems.
First, there was a lack of respect for ethnobo-
tanical study, even on the academic side.
Second, | had no expert supervisor with deep
insights into ethnobotanical research. The
most important handicap, however, was, that

I had no facilities to go to remote areas. Nev-
ertheless, | continued my work.

Now I'm at the end of my courses and still
many things remain to be done. While I'm
more eager than ever to continue my research,
work in the field of ethnobotany, and become
aPhD candidate, I have tosearch for fundsand
an expert supervisor. | have ideas and plans to
continue my research and expand it to the
Turkmens of southern Turkmenistan. A
comparison of these two political and ecologi-
cal different regions and their respective
ethnobotanical heritage could be very interest-
ing. | don't know exactly why my supervisor
accepted my project in the beginning. | know
he felt the same urgent need for ethnobotanical
research in that region and maybe he thought
that I'm the one who could achieve it. With
regard to the words of A. Barrera, “The best
Ethnobotanistwould beamember of an ethnic
group who is trained in both botany and
anthropology. And it would be even better—
for him and his people—if his study could
result in economic and cultural benefits for his
own community.” If | amable to continue my
research, | would like to evaluate phytochemi-
cally the potential of plants that | have found
and will find. 1 would like to help to develop
new drugs or new formulations and to develop
the region of the Turkmens. Maybe you, as a
reader, have ideas how I could proceed, or
maybeyouareeven interested to supervisesuch
a project! Please contact me under the e-mail
address or postal address below!

Abdol- Basset Ghorbani

E-mail: dahne@khayam.ut.ac.ir

Department of Biology

Faculty of Science

University of Tehran, Iran

Continued on page 14
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Current Development in Uttaranchal’s Medicinal Plant Sector

The Uttaranchal state in India harbours a rich
botanical diversity, and is also well known for
its valuable medicinal and aromatic plant spe-
cies. The State Government of Uttaranchal is
trying to develop the state as an ‘Herbal State’
of India. More than adozen major workshops
have been organized since 1996 in order to
promote the medicinal plants sector in the
state.

For the last three years, The Royal Tropical
Institute (KIT; Amsterdam, The Netherlands),
Centre for Sustainable Development (CSD;
Dehradun, Uttaranchal, India) and the Ap-
plied Manpower Research (IAMR; New Delhi,
India) have been working on the medicinal
plants sector in Uttaranchal. The prime objec-
tive of their research is to examine how the
medicinal plant sector functions and how it
can be made more efficient. The research is
focusing on a number of issues, including the
organization of the medicinal plants business,
the effectiveness of policies and institutions in
conserving threatened medicinal and aromatic
plant species, and the promotion of the cultiva-
tion of medicinal and aromatic plants for the
economic development of the state.

The study conducted so far by these organiza-
tions has confirmed that the medicinal and
aromatic plant sector can play asignificant role
in the economic and social development of
Uttaranchal. However, it also indicates that a
number of bottlenecks continue to prevent the
development of the sector to its full potential.
It is important that these bottlenecks be re-
moved so that Uttaranchal can emerge as a
major source of medicinal plants in both do-
mestic and international markets. Keeping
these viewsin mind, aworkshop was organized
by CSD and KIT October 30and 31 (2003) in

Dehradun in order to facilitate an exchange of
information and experience among the various
experts and stakeholders involved in the me-
dicinaland aromatic plantsectorin Uttaranchal.

On this occasion, Dr. R. S. Tolia, Principal
Secretary, Government of Uttaranchal pre-
sented the keynote address and Professor A. N.
Purohit, Bhartia Chair for Conservation of
Medicinal Plants presented an overview of the
policy and institutional framework in
Uttaranchal. More than two dozen experts
from various Government and Non-Govern-
ment institutions, including members of
pharmaceutical companies took active roles in
the workshop. Dr. Ghayur Alam, CSD Direc-
tor, and Dr. John Belt of KIT moderated the
discussions among the experts and stakehold-
ers. The issues discussed during the workshop
included policy and institutional framework,
technology development and diffusion, con-
tract farming, and grower and industry
perceptions.

Publication of a newsletter is planned as a
follow up to this workshop. The prime objec-
tiveof the newsletter istofacilitate the diffusion
of information related to medicinal plants in
Uttaranchal among farmers, collectors, re-
searchers, policy makers, NGOs, and industry.
The newsletter will be in Hindi language and
will be published monthly. Along with the
printed version in Hindi, there is a proposal to
place an English version on the Net. The first
issue of the Neewsletter will be out by the end of
February 2004.

Chandra Prakash Kala, Ph.D.

e-mail: cpkala@rediffmail.com

Visit his site listed in Botanizing the Web for
photos of Valley of the Flowers on page 9.
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POLLINATION

Continued from page 12

Society for Economic Botany Student Net-
work Homepage
http://www.econbot.org/students/
network.html

Listserve: Subscribe at
http://www.freelists.org/cgi-bin/

List archive:
http://www.freelists.org/archives/seb/

The Student Committee is working on yet
another fabulous student event at this year’s
conference. Stay posted to the web site and the
Student Network listserve for information.

Also, the Student committee is working with
web master Michael Thomas to revamp the
abstracts pages on the SEB web site. The
abstracts pages will be integrated with the
listserve, and it is hoped that this will increase
the communication between students, and
give us all a better idea of the types of research
students are conducting, where they are study-
ing, and what funding is available.

More Grants

The Lindbergh Grant

The deadline for 2005 funding is June 10,
2004. Althoughitisalongturn-around period
(almost a year between submission and notifi-
cation!) and a long application, you could win
$10,000 for fieldwork. They like projects that
mix technology and conservation, so if you can
couch your project in those terms, it is well
worth it.
http://lindberghfoundation.org/grants/
index.html

Continued on page 15
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Continued from page 14

The Garden Club of America has added a
couple new grants:
http://mail.gcamerica.org/newsite/

The Agricultural and Food Chemistry (AGF)
Division of the American Chemical Society
(ACS) offers the following graduate student
awards:

The Teranishi Graduate Fellowship—%$2,500
cash award and plaque. The award is co-
sponsored by the AGF Division of ACS and
Symrise.

The Withycombe-Charalambous Graduate
Student Symposium

Two prizes will be awarded. First prize will
receive a cash award of $750 and a plaque.
Second place will receive a cash award of $250.
Additional information about the AGF Divi-
sion awards can be obtained from the AGF
Division web site;
http://membership.acs.org/a/agfd/
overview.htm.

Other Meetings

2004 International Congress on Natural
Products Research July 31 - August 4

A Joint Meeting of the American Society of
Pharmacognosy (ASP), the Association
Francaise pour I'Enseignement et la Recherché
enPharmacognosie (AFERP), the Gesellschaft
fur Arzneipflanzenforschung (GA) (Society for
Medicinal Plant Research), and the Phy-
tochemical Society of Europe (PSE)

Westin Kierland Resort & Spa

Phoenix, Arizona USA

Scientific Highlights: Classical Pharmacognosy
Pre-Congress Symposium, Biotechnology
Symposium, Herbal Symposium dedicated to
Varro (Tip) Tyler, Sea and Sand Symposium
Award Presentations:

ASP will award the Research Achievement
Award and the Varro E. Tyler Prize for Re-
search in Botanicals, sponsored by Pharmanex.
GA will present the Egon Stahl Award.
Formoreinformationand registration, contact
David J. Slatkin, PhD

P.O. Box 28665

Scottsdale, AZ 85255-0161

Phone: (623) 202-3500; fax: (480) 513-2782
E-mail: asphcog@aol.com
http://www.phcog.org/

A Letter from NCCAM

NCCAM was established by Congress in 1998
and isone of the 27 Institutesand Centers that
make up the National Institutes of Health.
NCCAM is dedicated to exploring comple-
mentaryandalternative healing practicesin the
context of rigorous science, training comple-
mentary and alternative medicine researchers,
and disseminating authoritative information
to the public and professionals.

Dear Colleague:

Asyou may have already heard, the National
Center for Complementary and Alternative
Medicine (NCCAM) is celebrating its 5th
anniversary by planning for the next five years.
As an NCCAM grantee, your input is vital to
this process. We need your thoughts about
future directions in CAM research, training,
outreach, and integration.

To gather input, we will convene two Stra-
tegic Planning Stakeholder Forums—one in
Bethesda, MD on March 22 and one in Seattle,
WA on April 19. Because of your involvement
with NCCAM, we invite you to attend one of
the Forums and present testimony.

We also encourage you to share this message
with colleagues who may also be interested in
participatingin the Stakeholder Forums. Please
help us get the word out by distributing this
message through your organization’s commu-
nications network, including newsletters, web
sites, e-mail lists, mailing lists, etc.

Below is additional information about the
Stakeholder Forums. Thank you very much
for your time and consideration.

Bethesda, MD

Date: Monday, March 22, 2004
Time: 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Where: Natcher Conference Center
National Institutes of Health

Seattle, WA

Date: Monday, April 19, 2004
Time: 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Where: Westin Seattle

1900 Fifth Avenue, Elliott Bay Room

For more information and to register to attend
and/or speak at a Stakeholder Forum, visit
http://nccam.nih.gov/about/plans/2005/
index.htm.

Those unable to attend may submit a written
statement. If you have questions, please con-
tact Amy Lange. Phone (202) 745-5116
e-mail: alange@gymr.com.
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Summer Course
http://www.asu.edu/clas/latin/ecuador/
Summer/progann.htm#COURSES
Ecuador: The Amazon and the Andes Field
School

June 8 - 30, 2004

July 2 - 24, 2004

For More Information Contact
Center for Latin American Studies
Arizona State University

P.O. Box 874502

Tempe, AZ 85287-4502

For academic and Ecuador travel questions:
Contact: Dr. Tod Swanson

Phone: (480) 965-5127

Fax: (480) 965-6679

E-mail: Tod.Swanson@asu.edu

For application questions;

Contact: Michelle Thomas

Tel: (480) 965-5127

Fax: (480) 965-6679

E-mail: Michelle. Thomas.1@asu.edu

This program provides an interdisciplinary
opportunity to study Quichua languages and
religious life, tropical plant biology, and/or
Spanish, Shuar, or Waorani while experienc-
ing the rich culture of the Andes and the
Amazon. A unique perspective is gained by
living and working with indigenous commu-
nities. Members of these communities serve as
co-teachers in the courses.
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A Column to Highlight Student Activities

These are excerpts from the International Society for Ethnopharmacology’s newsletter wonderfully edited by Barbara Frei. | encourage
students to send us your information so we can highlight you here.

Comparison of Ethnomedical Treatments of Diabetes mellitus (Ayurveda and Traditional Chinese Medicine)
Sarah K. Khan (MS, MPH, PhD candidate)

E-mail: skkhan@pipeline.com

Supervisor: Michael J. Balick, New York Botanical Garden, Bronx, NY

University/Institution; City University of New York, NY, NY/New York Botanical Garden

Funding Institutions (past and present): Fulbright, Phipps Botany in Action, Council of the American Overseas Research Centers

Ayurveda, loosely translated as the“science of life,” isa South Asian healing tradition that is several millennia old. Classical Ayurvedic texts
describe “prameha” as a urinary-abnormality. “Madhumeha,” one of the 20 subtypes of prameha, is comparable to conventional medical
descriptions of Type I and 11 Diabetes mellitus (DM). Classical applications of Ayurvedic treatments to alleviate symptoms associated with
madhumeha were evaluated. -A prospective and retrospective clinical study was conducted to determine what classical formulations were
most prescribed by two Ayurvedic physicians to treat DM at a clinic in Jamnagar, Gujarat. . Three classical formulations were prescribed:
Chandraprabha guggulu vati (CPGV), Dhatri-haridra, and Tejapatra pushkarmula. Of the three, CPGV was prescribed the most (70%).
Based on a review-of the medical literature, 94% of the plants used in CPGV show some type of effect. A review of the individual plants
revealed multiple effects for many conditions: cardiovascular (20%), Diabetes mellitus (10.7%), antioxidant (9%), immunomodulating
(7.6%), and anti-inflammatory, analgesic (4.5%). Research to evaluate Ayurvedic diagnosis of madhumeha and-the multi-therapeutic
classical Ayurvedic formulations to treat Diabetes mellitus Type 1 is warranted.

Student’s Viewpoint—Challenge for Ethnobotanical Study in Iran: Pre-1slamic Tombstones in Meadows of the Study Area

When | was a child | used to collect some wild plants for food and medicine:and spent most of my time in nature. When | grew up and
passed childhood, | lost “my nature,” but I had great interest in medicinal plants, because I believed that some plants have great potential
for healing diseases. Then'I'got a BSc in plant biology and came back to nature. But it had changed so much that I couldn’t compare it
with the past. Later | entered MSc courses in botany and found an opportunity to come back to my community and do something for my

Continued on page 12
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