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The 58th annual conference of the Society for Economic Botany is slated for the ex-
citing destination of Portugal this year. The conference is being held jointly with His-
pano Portugués de Etnobiologia (EHPE) and will be hosted by the Polytechnic Institute of
Braganca (IPB) and the Mountain Research Centre (CIMO).T he t heme f or t FlowerForestBotanical 3
ference is Living in a global world: ethnobotany, local knowledge and sustainability

Mirroring the global per- 2

Plenary speakers include Past President Cassandra Quave, Emory University, USA; Ina Flora of the Eastern Car- 4
Vandebroek, New Yor k Bot ani c bdivergtaaf Rzesaow, PO-S ; . o
land; Rainer Bussmann, Missouri Botanical Garden, USA; UlyssesAlbuquerque, UFPE, A Caribbean scientist 5

Pernambuco, Brazil;Victoria Reyes-Garcia, ICTAUAB, Barcelona, Spain. _ _
Ethnobotany in St. Lucia 6

Organized symposia will see papers presented surrounding the theme with a focus on
areas such as Ethnobotany of mountain regions; Economic botany with approaches from Dominica &he Nature isle 8
archaeobotany, ethnography and history; Ethnobotany, ethnopharmacology and natural
products. Workshops and field trips will round off the experience in Braganca.
http://esa.ipb.pt/seb2017/en/



In the previous edition ofthe SEB 6Car i bbean Chapterds ne
Peter explored and considered what OEcon(
i bbean and the mandate of the Chapter, b ¢
must mirror the global perspectived. |In
knowledge and culture, there are two global initiatives which | feel are very important
to the region, and the Chapter can play some role in both.

The first is the WHO Traditional Medicine (TM) strategy 2014 -2023. Within the re-
gion, work has been ongoing for decades to systematically document the TM practices
through TRAMIL (Traditional Medicine in the Islands) and other researchers. Some have
suggested that there is a need to formally recognise and integrate TM within the Na-
tional Healthcare Systems in the Caribbean (Mitchell, 2011). The WHO Traditional Med-
icine Srategy 2002-2005 had set out 4 objectives which covered policy towards inte-
gration where appropriate; promoting safety, efficacy and quality through regulatory
and quality assurance standards; improving access and affordability of TM to poor com-
munities; and ensuring rational use by practitioners and consumers. It is clear there is
still a lot of work to be done to achieve these objectives in the Caribbean. The new
strategy document acknowledges that globally challenges have been faced in achieving
the objectives, and is encouraging member states to actively engage in three key are-
as: establishing the knowledge base through which policies can be developed to recog-
nise the role of TM; strengthening quality assurance standards and procedures, educa-
tion and training to ensure safe and efficacious use of TM; promoting integration with-
in the national health services by using an evidence base that is appropriate for TM.
TRAMIL is a starting point, but further work needs to be done to establish a cohesive
evidence base that can support integration, and address the WHO TM objectives dpast
and present.

Author T. Tikasingh:

The second initiative is Food and Nutrition Security (FNS) for the region. Food securi-
ty, improved nutrition and sustainable agriculture are highlighted within Goal 2 of the
UNG6s Universal Sustainable Development G
food imports, so the issue of food and nutrition security is currently pertinent. The
FAO has worked within the region towards the development of a Regional Food and
Nutrition Security Policy (Wilson, 2015), which has been encouraging. Traditional Food
plants offer local alternatives to consumers as a valid means of acquiring macro and
micronutrients (Grivetti & Ogle, 2000). However, the traditional knowledge and agri-
cultural practices are disappearing in the region. Traditional food crops are valuable
economically and nutritionally (Ebert, 2014), and these commodities can contribute
significantly to achieving food and nutrition security in the Caribbean. Again, more
needs to be done to provide nutrient information, underpinned by the traditional and
cultural knowledge which educates consumers, healthcare practitioners and those in
the culinary and hospitality sectors. The Caribbean region has a rich biodiversity which
is often marketed as part of the tourism offer, and increasingly culinary tourism is be-
coming part of the package. Outside of the Caribbean region, niche markets are devel-
oping around Ovdgered amnud rddliwtnerml ternati
plants in the region offer options within these niches. There is a lot more to be done
in the region. Information sharing, documentation, knowledge preservation and coop-
eration are key ways in which the society can work towards its mandate and contribute
to the evolution of these intiatives.
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The Flower Forest Botanical Gardens Barbados
is a rich plant resource on the island. Creatively
managed by the Director, David Spieler, the plant
reserve is home to a blend of indigenous and non -
native species. Many species belong to the Zingi-
beraceae Family as seen in the images of the
torch ginger ( Etlingera elatior ), Siam rose ginger
(Etlingera corneri ), Honeycomb or beehive ginger
(Zingiber spectabilis ). Heliconiaceae species are
represented by the dramatic Beefsteak or fire
cracker (Heliconia mariae ) and the Lobster claw
(Heliconia caribae) on this page.

This jewel of biodiversity sits in the Barbados
6Scotland districtdé (pari
above sea level and on 53.6 acres. Mr Spieler is
ensuring that this botanical legacy is preserved as
the site is reserved for

http://www.flowerforestbarbados.com/ R

David Spieler 3 Director, Flow-
er Forest Botanical Gardens
Barbados

Top (I -r): Torch ginger, Honeycomb ginger; Bottom (I -r): Beefsteak
heliconia, tended by the green thumbs of Dennis Allman, Lobster
claw heliconia and Siam rose ginger.
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